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1 PROECT BACKGROUND

The proposetioneydew RancProject (Projectlocated ab65 Old Hindley Ranch Road
consists of the construction of en8llion-gallon water storage pondrforigation use, up to eight
acres of cannabis cultivation in greenhouses, and nevegsing building with footprints up to
929 square meters §r(10,000square éet[ft?]). The proposed project will be designed and
constructed outde of all wetlands and waters thre property with a minimur80-m (100-t)
setback fronseasonal wetlarsdandtributaries 45-m (150-t) setback fronsemipermanently
floodedwetlands and61-m (200-t) setback from the Mattole River.

1.1 Project Location

Thepropertyis locatedin unincorporatedHumboldt County in the community of Honeydew,
California (Figurel). The Project is in Section 6 of TownsBifsouth Range Eastof the
Honeydew US. Geological Survey (USGS) 7minute topographic quadrangle. Timperty is
located at approximately latitude 40.2393° and longitd@d.1165°. The elevation within the
property ranges from approximatég to 93 m(219 to 308 ff above mean sea level. The
property is situated on a high terrace adjacent to the Mattole River and approximately
1.6kilometer (km)(1 mile [mi]) upstream of the Upper North Fork Mattole Riy€igure 1).

The Project can be accessed by taking the26A exittoward South Fork/Honeydefrom US
101, continuing west on Mattole Roathdturning east on Old iddley Ranch Road. At the fork

with Applewood Road, stay right (south) to continueon GldiHd | ey Ranch Road;

gated acess roadb to the south andesceds to 665 Old Hindley Ranch Road (Figure 1). Access
to the site requireland owner permission and entry througbri@ate gate.

Thebiological assessmentas performedcrosghe entirel8.8hectare (haj46.5acre[ac])
property (Survey Area) (Figure 1).

1.2 Report Purpose and Organization

The purpose of thikiological resources technical rep@to describe the speciatatus and/or
sensitive biological resources (plants, e&gion communities, fish, wildlife, and wetlands and
waters) inor with potential to occur ithe Survey Areahat may be affected by Projesttivities
The Project includes soneistingand proposedtructuresised forcultivationrelated activities,
aproposed pond, a parking araacess roads, amdltivation areas, the footprint of which is
collectively referred to as thmroposedProject area. All project features atepictedn the
gradingplans for the ProjedAppendixA). Potential inpacton Hological resources are
discussed along with suggested minimization measures to reduce impacts.
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Project Location
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Imagery: ESRI World Mapping Service
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Figure 1. Location of the Project and the Survey Area
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2 VEGETATION ASSESSMENT

Vegetation communities were characterized basdadformation collected in the Survey Area
during the 1 December 2017 wetland delineafitillwater Sciences 2018Yegetatiorin the
SurveyArea was mappetb the alliancdevel following classification using the online edition of
A Manual of California \#getation(California Native Plant Society [CNPS] 20)8&he

resulting vegetation map was used to:dé@dermine if any stands are considered speatils
natural communitieq2) if present, determine if they are likely to be impacted by the proposed
Project,and(3) assess the likelihood of occurrence for spestigiusspeciesn theSurvey Area

and proposed Project area

Specialstatus natural communitiese defined athosewith a state ranking &1, S2, or S3
(critically imperiled imperiled, ornvulnerable, respectivelyyn C D F W@atdifornia Sensitive
Natural Communitiegist (CDFW 2018a).

2.1 Methods
211 Desktop review

TheCDFW6s California Nat ur a(CDFWi20A&)wasiquesiedorat abase (
theU.S. Geological Survey (USGS) #rhinute qudrangles where the Project is located

(Honeydew, and the surroundingightquadranglesShubrick PeakBuckeye Mountain, Bull

Creek, Weott, Ettersburgh8lter CoveBriceland)(hereinafter Project vicinityfo determine ifa

specialstatus natural commity wasrecordedn the Survey AreaTable 1 listsspecialstatus

natural communities identified from the CNDDB query.

Table 1. CNDDB speciaktatus natural communities with potential to occur in the  Survey Area.

Natural communities Description Staterank?

A tall (60 m [197 ft]), mixedage climax forest dominated
(greater than 80%) by DougHis. Climax stands appear
restricted to droughty but not xeric conditions as caused
rainshadows, overly drainembils, or aspect. Sites typically
occur on moderately deep, wellained soils. Annual
precipitation ranges from 58 to 309 cm (23 to 120 in) S3
(Holland 1986). Stands within the Project vicinity are
described as small pockets of -@obwth conifers mixed
with hardwoods along the south and west slopes of Gilha
Butte betweer365 914 m(1,200Q 3,000 f) elevation above
sea level (CDFW 2018b).

1 State ranks for speciatatus natural communities (CDFW 2018b):

S3 Vulnerabl® Vulnerable in the state due to a reted range, relatively few populations (often 80 or fewer),
recent and widespread declines, or other factors making it vulnerable to extirpation from the state

Upland Dougladir
Forest

Existing information from the CALVEG geodatabase (USDA Forest Service 2018) and the
United Sates Geologic Survey (USGS) regional geologic map (McLaughlin et al. 2000) on
vegetation and soils in ti&urvey Areawvere reviewed. Field notes and photographs from the 1
December 2017 wetland delineation conducted by Stillwater Sciences in the Swraeyeke
reviewed to confirm dominant and diagnostic vegetation of each stand. This was followed by a
oneday site visit on 28 September 2018 to collect supplemental vegetation data to support the
classification to the alliandevel. All vegetation data we reviewed, and a final vegetation
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alliance was determined using the online editioA dManual of California VegetatioflCNPS

2018a). The finalized vegetati onCalfbrhia ance names
Sensitive Natural Communities tL{€DFW 2018a) to determine if any of these types are

considered speciatatus natural communities. These alliances were also used to further assess

the likelihood of occurrence for specithtus plants in the Project.

2.2 Results

Theapproximately8.8-ha @6.3-ac) Survey Areancludes 1.76 ha @4.36 ac) of
developeflandscapedand (formerly mostlygrassland habitathatincludesvariousexisting
project and noiproject relatedtructureqe.g., barns, sheds, residenaril nonnativelanted
vegetation (e.gSdix babylonicajweeping willow]); 1.95 ha (4.82 ac) of active Mattole River
channeland 0.09 ha (0.22 asgmipermanently flooded wetlaiigure 2,Table 2).The existing
structures that will be used for cultivatioglated activities are confined to the
developed/landscaped land and are all outside of théobb@vetland setback (Figure 2).
Vegetation alliances observed in tharvey Areaare listed in Table 2 and presentedrigure 2
Two speciaistatus vegetation alliances (with a state rank of £ wbserved in theurvey
Area, Arbutus menziesandUmbellularia californicaforest allianceg¢Table 2).Neither of these
specialstatus natural communities were observed within the proposed Project areaZJigure
The CNDDB specialstatus natural comuamity Upland Douglag-ir Forest (Table 1), which is
associated witlold-growthstands of Douglafir, was not observed in tHgurvey Area
Descriptions of th@egetation types are provided in the sd@gtions below, along with
representative photographs.

Table 2. Vegetation alliances and other cover types observed in the Survey Area.

Cover type State status th:l(:ga
Developed/landscaped - 1.76 (4.36)
Mattole River channel - 1.95 (4.82)
Semipermanently flooded wland - 0.09 (0.22)
Annualperennial grassladd - 12.01 (29.68)
Arbutus menzieskorest Alliance S3 1.62 (4.01)
Quercus chrysolepiBorest Alliance S4 0.53 (1.32)
Salix lasiolepisShrubland Alliance S4 0.19 (0.46)
Umbellularia californicaForest Allance S3 0.70 (1.72)
Total 18.82 (46.50)

1 State ranks for speciatatus natural communities:

S3 Vulnerablé® Vulnerable in the state due to a restricted range, relatively few
populations (often 80 or fewer), recent and widespread declines, or othes facto
making it vulnerable to extirpation from the state.

S4 Apparently Secu@ Uncommon but not rare; some cause for kergn concern due
to declines or other factars

2 All proposed Project features are located within this cover type.
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Figure 2. Vegetation communities and proposed and existing Project features within the Survey
Area.

October 2018 Stillwater Saences

















































































